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Á)ȭÌÌ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÆÏÕÒÔÅÅÎ ÉÎÖÁÓÉÖÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÓ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÉÎ 
Monroe County and how to identify them, 
with a little information on the impacts they 
are having.
Á4ÈÅÎ )ȭÌÌ ÃÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÓÅȟ 

and other, invasive plant species.
Á!ÆÔÅÒ Á ÂÒÅÁËȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÇÏ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ )ȭÌÌ 

demonstrate the control techniques on 
invasive plants around the building.
ÁThen you can try the techniques!



ÁGrasses
ÁForbs
ÁVines 
ÁShrubs
ÁTrees

Herbaceous

Woody



Forbs
Vines 
Shrubs
Trees



ÁAnnual grass, grows from 0.5 
ÔÏ Ϊȭ ÔÁÌÌȟ ÉÎ Á ÂÒÁÎÃÈÉÎÇȟ 
sprawling manner

ÁStems resemble a delicate 
bamboo 

ÁLeaves alternate, narrow, 
lance-ÓÈÁÐÅÄȟ ÕÐ ÔÏ Ωȱ ÌÏÎÇȢ 
They have a silvery stripe 
down the middle of the 
upper surface

ÁTiny flowers on slender 
stalks 1-Ωȱ ÌÏÎÇ
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ɆHerbaceous biennial with stems 2-Ϊȭ 
tall. 
ɆBasal rosette in 1st year with dark 
green, heart-shaped leaves with large 
teeth.
ɆFlowering stalk with alternate, 
triangular leaves with large teeth in 2nd 
year 
ɆFlowers small, white, four-petaled; 
fruits long cylindrical pods

1st year rosette

2nd year fruiting

2nd year flowering



ÁDisplaces native wildflowers
ÁEliminates mycorrhizal fungi, thus 

greatly impairing the 
establishment and growth of 
native tree species
ÁDeer rarely eat it, giving it a 

strong advantage over natives



ÅArching herbaceous perennial, up to 10ô tall; this specimen is 

the upper 1ô length of a 5ô tall stem

ÅHollow, reddish, bamboo-like stems are smooth and stout, 

often persisting after plant dies back to the ground each year 

ÅLeaves alternate, egg-shaped to almost triangular, 4-6ò long, 

3-4ò wide 

ÅBranched inflorescences of tiny, creamy white or greenish 

flowers emerge from leaf axils near the ends of stems in late 

summer 



ÁLoss of wildlife habitat
ÁDamage to infrastructure
ÁStream bank destabilization, 

sedimentation



ÁIn bloom all over Monroe County in 
late May/early Juneɀ5-ίȭ ÔÁÌÌȟ ÆÅÒÎÙ 
leaves, white flower clusters, 
purple-spotted stems.
ÁHighly toxic ɀdo not touch with 

bare skin
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ÅEvergreen, clinging vine 

ÅCan form a dense groundcover or 

shrub to 3 feet in height, or climb 

vertical surfaces with the aid of aerial 

roots, making trees more vulnerable 

to wind throw 

ÅLeaves are opposite, dark green, 

shiny, and egg-shaped, from 1-2 ½ 

inches long, with toothed margins 

and silvery veins 

ÅSmall green-white flowers are 

produced only when vine is allowed 

to climb



ÁEvergreen vine, does not climb
ÁOpposite, entire leaves
ÁPurple flowers in mid-April

ÁBlankets the ground, displacing 
native plants

ÁShade tolerant, so able to 
dominate in forested stands

ÁDoes not produce fruits



Â Perennial, semi-evergreen, woody vine.  

Â Leaves simple, opposite, oblong to oval, 1.5-
Ωȱ ÌÏÎÇȟ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÌÏÂÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ 
covered with fine, soft hairs. 

Â Flowers tubular and very fragrant, white to 
pink, turning yellow with age, and occurring in 
pairs at leaf axils. 

Â Grows over native plants and smothers them

Â Very competitive root system for water and 
nutrients

Â This above and below ground competition 
allow it to outcompete regenerating tree 
stands



Å Alternate leaves, orange berries with 
yellow husk, fruits all along stem.

Å Forms dense stands on forest edges; 
smothers canopy and makes vulnerable 
to windthrow

Å Hybridizes with native bittersweet
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ÁIncludes Amur (Lonicera maackiiɊȟ -ÏÒÒÏ×ȭÓ 
(Lonicera morrowii), Tatarian (Lonicera 
tataricaɊȟ ÁÎÄ "ÅÌÌȭÓ ɉLonicera x bella)
ÁDense, multi-stemmed shrubs, 6-ΧΨȭ ÔÁÌÌ 
ÁLeaves opposite, oval or oblong, and 
entire. 
ÁFlowers fragrant, tubular, and arranged in 
pairs at leaf axils; 
ÁFruits red, orange, or yellow, in pairs at 
axils



Asian bush honeysuckle in forest understory 
will decrease:

Â Understory plant species richness 

Â Native plant cover

Â Tree seedling species richness

Â Tree seedling density 

Â Tree growth rates

And increase tick-related illnesses

http://www.invasive.org/images/768x512/2308047.jpg


ÅWoody shrub to 8ô tall. 

ÅLeaves opposite, nearly stalkless, 

elliptic to oblong with a tapering 

base and blunt tip

ÅFlowers small, white and tubular 

with four petals, black fruit.



ÅLeaves simple and alternate, 
silver-gray on the underside, 
lance-shaped or elliptic, with 
entire, wavy margins 
ÅFlowers cream colored and 
tube-shaped in leaf axils in mid-
April
ÅReddish purple berries form 
September - October



ÁThorny, thicket-forming shrub 
with wide, arching or climbing 
canes and stiff, curved thorns  

Á Leaves are alternate, pinnately
compound with 5-11 small 
sharply-toothed oval leaflets; 
pair of fringed stipules at the 
base of each leaf

ÁFlowers are abundant, showy, 
fragrant, and white to slightly 
pink; they are 0.5-1.5" across 
and form a loose, branching 
inflorescence  
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ÁPinnately compound leaves, 
10-41 leaflets
ÁLeaflet margin mostly 

smooth, with one tooth at 
the base of the leaf
ÁPeanut butter smell from 

crushed leaves
ÁGrows up to 3 feet/year
ÁProlific seeder starting at 3 

years old

Tree of Heaven
(Ailanthus altissima)



ÁLollipop trees planted everywhere
ÁWhite flowers in April, round brown 

fruits in fall
ÁLeaflet margin wavy, leaves alternate 

and shiny; red fall color
ÁInvading forests, ROWs, fields

Callery Pear (aka Bradford pear)
(Pyrus calleryana)



1. Know what and how much you have ɀmap it!

2. Know what you are managing for
3. Find a balance between control and 

protecting/restoring good vegetation
4. Persistence is key in all methods


